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What is Language?



Sociolinguistics
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INVASIONS



[Bede tells us] “In circumstances where freedom at 
law, acceptance with the kindred, access to 
patronage, and the use and possession of weapons 
were all exclusive to those who could claim Germanic 
descent, then speaking Old English without Latin or 
Brittonic inflection had considerable value.”

Higham, Nicholas J., and Martin J. Ryan. The Anglo-Saxon World. Yale University Press, 2013.





STANDARD 
AMERICAN 
ENGLISH





Source: Toward Culturally Relevant Pedagogy: A Workshop on AAVE 

for U.S. Teachers      www.slideshare.net



1066: The Norman Invasion



Traces of 1066

ENGLISH

Pig

Chicken

Cow

Fall

Wood

House

Bold

Freedom

Sight

Eat

FRENCH

Pork

Poultry

Beef

Autumn

Forest

Mansion

Courageous

Liberty

Vision

Dine



ENGLISH COLONIZATION



English-based Languages: A Sampling

Dialects
■ American

■ Australian

■ British (English, Welsh, Scottish)

■ Canadian

■ Caribbean

■ Indian

■ Pakistani

■ Nigerian

■ New Zealand

■ Philippine

■ Singaporean

■ South African 

Pidgins and Creoles
■ Bahamian

■ Turks & Caicos

■ Jamaican patois

■ Virgin Islands

■ Gullah (U.S.)

■ Afro-Seminole (U.S.)

■ Krio (Sierra Leone)

■ Kreyol (Liberia)

■ Hawaiian Creole

■ Tok Pisin (Papua New Guinea)

■ Bislama (Vanuatu)

■ Pijin (Solomon Islands).









English is the official 

language of 31 

states (green)



“Section 4(e) of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 

prohibits the government from disenfranchising a 

voter ‘because of his inability to read, write, 

understand or interpret any matter in the English 

language’ if that voter attended a school — in 

Puerto Rico, for example — ‘in which the 

predominant classroom language was other than 

English.’”

Source: Astor, Maggie, “Florida Must Provide Election Materials in Spanish, Judge Says.” 

The New York Times, Sept. 7, 2018.






















