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Timeline
1677 Church and State separate

1694 All are equal under the law (Von Puffendorf)

1772 Somersett Case

1775 American Revolution

Napoleonic Wars, Industrial Revolution

1807 Slave Trade banned (At sea)

1816 Jackson takes Florida

1819 Channing Baltimore Sermon

1833 Slaves freed, West Indies

1838 Last Blasphemy conviction 

1838-1842 Seminole Wars

1841 Parker Sermon

1847 Agassiz at Harvard

1850 Fugitive Slave Act





General Laws of Massachusetts

• Whoever willfully blasphemes the holy name of God, his creation, government or 
final judging of the world, or by cursing or contentiously reproaching Jesus Christ or 
the Holy Spirit, or by cursing or contumeliously reproaching or exposing to contempt 
and ridicule, the holy word of God contained in the holy scriptures shall be punished 
by impriosonment in jail for not more than one year or by a fine of not more than 
three hundred dollars and may also be bound to good behavior.



William 
Channing

Defined Unitarianism in the 
Baltimore Sermon



Ralph Waldo Emerson



Theodore Parker


